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1. Introduction

In the contemporary e of globalization, our world faces numerous

environmental challenges. In response, organizations like Basodan Eco Club at

GC Chowari have emerged, dedicated to restoring and safeguarding our natural

surroundings. This annual report highlights the club's endeavors in the pursuit of
environmental consciousness and sustainability during the session 2023-2024,

2. Executive Summary

During the cumrent session 2023-2024, the Basodan Eco Club at GC Chowari,
showeased remarknble dedication to environmental stewardship.

Key achievements include:

% Successful organization of a cleanliness drive, Yuvamanthan Model
G20/Y20 Programme, and participation in the Wipro Earthian
Sustainability Education Programme.

e Active engagement in Wildlife Week celebration, promoting biodiversity
conservation and appreciation for nature.

# Implementation of the "Solid Waste Management" project., highlighting
efficient recycling practices within the college community.

# Effective publicity through social media and newspapers, ensuring
widespread recognition of club activities.

4 Knowledge sharing with community of Hobar regarding use of millets
and herbal plants

4 Selected as one of Changemakers for year 2024, representing Himachal
Prudesh, by Earthjust Foundation.

Owverall, the Eco Club's initiatives have made a significant impaet, fostering a
culture of sustainability and environmental responsibility among students,
faculty, and the broader community.




3. Mission and Objectives

The mission of Basodan Eeo Club is (o cultivate an eco-friendly ethos not only
within the college campus but also in the bronder community, Through a series
of initiatives and activities, the club alms to raise awareness about pressing

environmental issues and promote sustainable practices.

4. Annual Activities = at awareness and action level
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v Environmental Initiatives: Throughout the year, the eco club has actively
pursued numerous eco-friendly activities aimed at fostering sustainability

and environmental consciousness. These initiatives include:

e Tree Planting Campaigns: On September 8th, 2023, the club
organized a tree planting event, focusing on the cultivation of
medicinal trees such as Arjuna and Amla within the campus. This
initiative was driven by the goal of highlighting the vital role of
trees in ecosystem and nature functioning, while also addressing
issues related to carbon footprint and climate change,

» Waste Reduction and Recycling Efforts: As part of the wildlife
week festival on October 7th, 2023, the club conducted a craft

making activity centered around the theme of "reuse and recycle.”
This initiative aimed to promote waste reduction and recycling




practices among the college community, fostering a culture of
environmental responsibility.

Cleanliness Drive: An extensive cleanliness campaign was
launched on October 31st, 2023, emphasizing the importance of
maintaining waste-free environments and leading addiction-free
lives. Furthermere, individual cleanliness drives were organized by
eco club volunteers on October 6th, 2023, under the theme
"Learning with Actions," and on February 14th, 2024, These drives
aimed to instill a sense of personal responsibility and collective
action in maintaining cleanliness and hygiene within and outside
the college premises.-

v' Educational Programs: Eco club has organised workshops and seminars
to raise awareness about environment and other related issues.

* Yuvamanthan Model G20/Y20 Programme (7th August 2023):
The Eco Club played a pivotal role in organizing the Yuvamanthan
Model G20/Y20 Programme on August 7, 2023, a significant event
focused on climate change and disaster risk reduction. Led by Dr.

Roop Lal, Dr. Vishal Sharma, Mr. Pankaj Kumar, and Miss

Akanksha Gurung, this high-profile gathering attracted active

participation from 201 students and 5 teachers, highlighting the

club’s capacity to engage and mobilize the campus community

toward addressing global challenges.

The programme provided a platform for students to cultivate
essential skills such as public speaking, team building,
international diplomacy, consensus-based discussions, and strategy
development. Participants engaged in exploring innovative
solutions to climate change and disaster risk reduction.

The event concluded with a rigorous evaluation process, assessing
teams on criteria including teamwork, presentation skills, and
leadership qualities. Team USA (Stuti Thakur and Shashi Bala)
emerged as the top performers, closely followed by team India
(Rashi and Aarti) and team China (Samriti and Sudarshan Kumar),
showcasing their exemplary commitment to the cause, Miss Rashi
was recognized as the best leader, with Stuti Thakur and Samriti
also receiving commendation for their leadership skills.




 Wipro Earthian Sustainabllity Education Workshop (8th
September 2023):

The Eco Club's remarkable achievements led to its inclusion in the
prestigious Wipro Earthian Sustainability Education Programme 2023,
a recognition of its leadership and innovation in environmental
education. As part of this esteemed initintive, the club erganized a
Waste and Sustainability Drive, showcasing its commiiment to
promoting sustainable practices and environmental awarencss on
campus,

During the workshop, students had the privilege of attending a lecture
by Eco Vigyan Founder, Sh. Ashish Palyal, who provided valuable
insights into waste management. Emphasizing the significance of
waste segregation, he shared practical strategies for implementing
sustainable habits. Through interactive activities and real.life
examples, students gained a comprehensive understanding of waste
management and pledged to advocate for sustainability both
individually and within their communities.

Wwildlife Week Festival (2™ October 2023 — 8" October 2023):

The Eco Club enthusiastically participated in the celebration of
Wildlife Week during the first week of October 2023. Throughout the
week, the club organized a series of engaging activities aimed at
fostering appreciation for wildlife and biodiversity conservation. Each
day of the week featured a unique activity, offering students and
volunteers the chance to immerse themselves in nature's wonders.

The festivities commenced with & rejuvenating Nature Walk, where
over 20 volunteers explored the forest nursery, gaining valuable
insights into gardening techmiques and local biodiversity. Subsequent
days witnessed a burst of creativity, with activities such as Click and
Tag, Creative Story Writing, Wall Painting, Learning with
Actions, and Craft Making captivating participants.

The Click and Tag activity inspired 31 students to capture original
photographs showcasing the essence of forest adventures, while the
Creative Story Writing competition saw 57 students craft compelling
narratives intertwining images Wwith environmental  themes.
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Artistic expression flourished during the Wall Painting competition,
with seven teams adoming canteen walls with captivating murals
celebrating "Wildlife Wonders: A Mural of Nature's Splendor."

Leamning with Actions activities engaged over 40 students in hands-on
wasle collection and disposal efforts, promoting sustainable waste
management practices. Meanwhile, Craft Making activities
demonstrated our commitrmient to reuse and recycle policies, with 15
teams showcasing their creativity and resourcefulness,

'The week culminated in an enlightening Interactive Talk with panel

diseussion led by Dr. Lemesh Sharma, an esteemed expert in the field
of life sciences. Through insightful discussions and documentary
analyses, students refined their eritical thinking skills and deepened
their appreciation for wildlife conservation efforts. The achievements
of participants were duly recognized, with winners of each activity
receiving commendation from the Chief Guest and fellow students.
The week-long program concluded with a vote of thanks, expressing
gratitude to all participants and volunteers for their dedication and
contributions to wildlife conservation.

* Satat Samwaad (January, 2024):

The incharge of eco club has actively participated in Satat Samwaad,
conducted in J anuary, 2024,

v' Collaborations and Partnerships:

Our collaborations with the Eaoo Vigyan Foundation and Earthjust
Ecosystem underscore our commitment to environmental causes.
Additionally, we've joined forces with Yuvamanthan Model G20 to
cultivate essential skills and explore solutions to climate change and
disaster risk reduction. These partnerships extend to various clubs and
societies at GC Chowari, collectively supporting their missions and
amplifying our collective impact,



v Research and Innovation:

Through interactive sessions, nature walks, and panel discussions, club
members engage in critical reflections on global environmental issues and

sustainability, spanning from local to global contexts. Their insights and
reflections are showcased in diverse creations for the college magazine,

addressing pressing issues such as waste management challenges in hill
stations, plastic pollution, burning hills of Himachal, dynamics of
cloudbursts, and landslides in India. Morecover, they propose
innovative solutions like vermicomposting and greening the campus.
Articles cover a wide range of topics, including empowering change
through carbon footprint awareness, sustainable tourism in

Himachal, and the vital role of wildlife sanctuaries in hiodiversity
conservation.

Among these articles, one highlights the Pivotal Role of the Basodan
Eco Club in Sustainability Conservation and Development. This array
of articles serves as a catalyst for readers to reconsider their perspectives
and become involved in conservation projects, fostering a deeper
understanding and engagement in environmental stewardship.

5. Publicity

To amplify the reach of the club's initiatives and activities, diverse electronic
and print media platforms were leveraged for publicity. These efforts garnered
appreciation and received coverage in various local media outlets. Channels

utilized included the GC Chewari Faeebook page, newspapers, WhatsApp
groups, and Instagram.

6. Project Formulation and Execution

In response to the pressing challenges of waste management, an eco-conscious
initiative titled "Solid Waste Management" was meticulously planned and
executed with the endorsement and funding from HIMCOSTE, as indicated in
letter no. STC/F-(7)-2/2022-EE-1934 dated 15/01/2024. A budget of Rs. 25,000
was allocated and fully utilized for the designated purpose, with a detailed
report and utilization certificate duly submitted. Rigorous checks were

implemented throughout the process, from site selection to construction
execution, ensuring adherence to quality standards,



The core objective of the project was to instill a culture of responsible waste
management, emphasizing solid waste segregation and processing through the
implementation of the 3R (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) policy. Under the guidance
of Dr. Vaneet Kumar Paal (Horticulture Development Officer) and Mr. Pankaj
Singh (Surveyor, PWD), a vermicomposting unit was cstablished. Careful
planning resulted in the construction of a composting unit measuring 6'x6'x3’,
housing four vermibeds each sized at 3'x3'x3, taillored to meet specific
requirements and standards.

The project unfolded over the period of April 16 to April 29, 2024, with active
participation from college faculty, students, and external experts. The primary
aim was to effectively manage biodegradable waste generated within the college
community. Following the successful implementation of the composting unit, a
demonstration was conducted o showease its functionalily and elucidate the
numerous benefits of vermicomposting. This event attracted enthusiastic
participation from 25 students and 10 teachers, fostering widespread awareness
and engagement.

To further promote student involvement and commitment to sustainability, diary
pads and pens were distributed among attendees. These tools served not only as
means for documentation but also as symbols of individual responsibility and
collective action. Students pledged to actively participate in waste segregation
efforts and contribute to the composting process, reinforcing their pivotal role in
the project's success. The completion of this project not only marked a
significant milestone in the college's journey towards environmental
stewardship but also highlighted the transformative potential of collaborative
action in promoting sustainable practices within educational institutions. The
project's legacy continues to inspire future initiatives, cultivating a culture of

environmental consciousness and responsibility among students, faculty, and
the wider community.

7. Community Involvement

Our collaboration with environmental organizations facilitates our outreach to

the wider community, We actively engage with the Nagar Panchayat and Forest

Dcplar_trne_nt in Chowari/Bhattiyat, fostering community involvement and
participation in our environmental initiatives, :



8. Challenges and Lessons Learned

+ Qur plantation drive faced a setback due to severe floods and heavy
rainfall. impeding its acceleration according to our initial plan
Nevertheless, we firmly believe in the profound impact even a single tree
can mzake when planted and nurtured with a positive mindset.

¥ Introducing panel discussions was a novel concept embraced by the eco
club this year. Initially met with hesitation, students eventually found
them immensely beneficial, engaging in thorough discussions following
documentarny Screcnings.

¥ Synchronizing the academic calendar at the college level with that of the
school posed a challenge, yet we endeavored to celebrate and appreciate

diversity. prioritizing based on urgency and importance.

v Throughout the year, we acquired valuable skills, with management,
collaboration, and leadership emerging as the most significant.
Overseeing a week-long event provided smdents with practical
experience in honing these skills.

¥ One of the most valuable lessons lcarned by volunteers this year was the
importance of active engagement in various activities and discussions,
such as the Yuvamanthan Model G20, Wipro Earthian Sustainability
program, and the Wildlife Weck festival. These experiences enriched
their understanding and commitment to environmental stewardship.

9. Future Plans

In our upcoming initiative, “Waste Management — Bridging Awareness to
Action,” we are gearing up for a community-wide endeavor set to unfold in
Chowari. Our aim is crystal clear: to spread awareness about diverse waste
categories, instill a culture of waste segregation at the grassroots level, reshape
perceptions of waste collectors within the local populace, and establish distinct

bins for segregated waste at designated dumping sites.
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Moreover, we are expanding our partnerships with schools and other
community organizations in the upcoming session. Additionally, we are
offering opportunities for volunteers to actively engage in the community level
campaign.

1d. Conclusion

In conclusion, the Basodan Eco Club at GC Chowani has made significant steps
in promoting environmental consciousness and sustainability during the session
2023-2024. Through dediecated efforts and collaborative partnerships, we have
achieved remarkable milestones,

Key achievements include the successful organization of cleanliness drives,
participation in prestigious programs like the Yuvamanthan Model G20/Y20
and Wipro Earthian Sustainability Education Programme, and active
engagement in initiatives such as the Wildlife Week celebration and the
implementation of the “Solid Waste Management™ project.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all members, volunteers, and collaborators
whose unwavering support and dedication have been instrumental in our
success. Special thanks to HIMCOSTE for guidance and financial support, Eco



Vigyan Foundation, Farthjust Ecosystem, and Yuvamanthan, for their

invaluable contributions,

Looking ahead, we are excited about our future plans, particularly our
upcoming initinlive on waste management, which aims to bridge awareness
with action in the Chowari community. Together, we will continue our journey

towards a more sustainable ond environmentally conscious future.

11. Appendices
Phtographs along with the captions and media coverage.

It’s our duty ro do something for nature.



Cleanliness Drive_31" Oct._2023
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Yuvamanthan Model G20/Y20_7"_Aug._2023
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Model G20- Theme: Climate Change
and Disaster Risk Reduction
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Sustainability Workshop_ 8" Sept 2023
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Tree Planting Campaign_8" Sept._2023
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